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a member of the Society) fo launch an in i
which Mr. Hiestand was sure would dispel ¢ that
the Society is a “dictatorial, fascist” organization,
Chairman Francis Walters noted that the committee’s -
legislative charter limits its inquiries to the diffusion of
¢ Ppropaganda attacking the form of the US Government

g and said that he did not “see from the press reports .
anything this Soclety has done that would bring it .
within the purview of this Committee.” The Senate
Internal Security Subcommittee went further and made =
a positive judgment. Replying to all inquiries about the
Society, a letter over the signature of Chairman East- -
land reads: “The John Birch Society about which you .
asked, is known to be a conservative anti-Communist
organization officially. We are happy to state that it .
seems to be, from our records, a patriotic organization.” .

If Mr. Welch were the drama critic of The New
Yorker named Kenneth Tynan or a Nobel Prize win-

b i S R g e ek g ol ‘ " ‘».::”;- . .‘.--w'; '. ! ‘_ . ;’
) A it Lk o s LT PN ning physicist named Linus Pauling, it would be an
LA altogether different matter.

#John Birch Society AN |
. 4 Should one urge that the John Birch Society be inves-

The John Birch Soclety is a national, semieécret. or-  tigated by some committee of Congress? From a con-
ganization founded by a 61;year-old candy manufac-  stitutional point of view, the Congress has the power
turer from Massachusetts, Robert Welch, y#ho is quoted ~ to investigate any alleged conspiracy which may be
as saying that Dwight Eisenhower, Milt##l Eisenhower,  attempting to undermine or overthrow our form of gov-
the late John Foster Dulles and the hgdd of CIA, Allen  ernment. But it should embark on this course only when
Dulles, are or were members of the#Zommunist under- it is persuaded that what it is investigating presents an
ground. But, he adds, his followegH/are not required to  omigous, evident danger. For the power to investigate -
agree with him about that. (Any #46re than every mem-  In this area is only justified as a herofc measure.
ber of the Nazi Party was r?ﬁ to underwrite every Abominable (or silly, If you wish) as the John Birch

word in Mein Kampf). The Sffety, named after a Prot-  Soclety ia, it would be a rash man who would claim that
estant missionary killed infina in 1945 and referred it endangers the Republic. A nation in which about 70
to by the Society as the S victim of World War III,  million citizeds recently*voted for one of two men for
operates, in the words of @ founder, “under complete-  President who, it is fair to assume, are equally repug-
. ly authoritative control 4t all levels.” At least two for-  nant to Mr. Welch, is not about to split apart. We have
mer presidents of thd/National Association of Manu- therefore to consider here not a constitutional but a
facturers serve on iff advisory committee. There is no  prudential question. We have again to weigh the risks
public accounting #ther of money or of membership,  of letting the public deal with these eccentric move-
although a Unité,[ Press International correspondent  ments in its own way, or in increasing the power of ¢the
reports that thg are 28 full-time employees at head- Congress to inquire into the thoughts and activities of
quarters at.! “dnesher 35 salaried persons work around ~ private organizations. We prefer to leave the job of
the country #4 coordinators of member groups, and exposure, investigation and judgment to public opin-
additional £po persons work full or almost full-time a fon, and to the press. »
- volunter, e\ It is campaigning at present for the im- :
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peact:eat}Af Chief Justice Warren, but it has broader ’

interests - G‘\‘aling the income tax, withdrawal from ,’s:p.i. BT

NATO. Zghvosition to foreign aid and the United Na- ¢ ;

ton: ZAC t\» social gospel. Mr. Welch believes that RV

ser s fracy i merely a deceptive phrase, a weapon of o
LAfroguery, and a perennial fraud. . ..” .

7 £ cespotse to this Society of the two Congres-
# el committees concerned with the preservation of
,té!'h an insti*utions has been interesting. The House Q;\
e /U= -erican Activities Committee has suddenly devel- .
of,%d ¢ - usite scruples. When it was requested by Rep- *:
7 (m:tative Hiestand (Republican from California and X
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